
 

 

Friday 4th July 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Important Update: Changes to Nursery Sessional Care 
 

I am writing to inform you of an important change to the way we manage sessional 
care in our nursery, following updated guidance from the Department for Education 
and Bury Local Authority. 
From September 2025, the government is expanding the early education and childcare 
entitlements. Eligible working parents will be able to access up to 30 hours of free 
childcare per week for children aged from 9 months and above, over 38 weeks of the 
year.  
As part of this change, we must ensure that all 15-or 30-hour funded places are 
provided completely free of charge in our nursery class. This means: 
- We can no longer charge for lunchtime care if it falls within a child’s funded hours 
and leads directly into another funded session. 
- We may still charge for lunch periods if a child has already used their full allocation 
of free hours (e.g., a 15-hour place spread over 5 days). 
- Actual meals (e.g., school dinners) will still be charged for separately. 
- Additional hours outside of the funded sessions can still be charged for, this will be at 
the same rate as our previous lunchtime cover at £5.50. 
 
To support this, from September 2025, we will be adjusting our session times. A 30-
hour funded child may attend from 8:30am to 2:30pm, with this time including the 
lunch period. Children can be collected at 2.30pm. To remain for a full school day, until 
3.30pm, there would be a charge of £5.50 (like the previous lunchtime cover cost). 
 
To clarify, if you wish to use your 15 hour code the timings are a morning 8.30-11.30am 
or afternoon session 12.30-3.30pm.  
To use the 30 hours code the timings will be 8.30am -2.30pm including lunch break. 
Children can be collected at 2.30pm or pay £5.50 for children to remain for the final 
hour. 
  
Nursery children can access paid Before and After School Club, from 7.45am and until 
5.30pm (4.30pm Fridays) as previously. 
If you wish the 15 or 30 hour codes to be used more flexibly then please contact 
school. 
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We understand that these changes may affect your planning for September, and we 
are here to support you through this transition. We would greatly appreciate it if you 
could let the school office know if you plan to collect your child at 2.30pm or if you will 
pay for the extra hour to stay until 3.30pm. 
 
If you have any questions or would like to discuss your child’s sessions, please do not 
hesitate to contact us. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
Kind regards, 
Mrs S Howard 
Headteacher 
 


