
 
 

  

 

   
 

 

 

 

Year 5– Spring 2 – Life Cycles – What if life wasn’t a cycle? 

Key Vocabulary  Prior knowledge  Sticky Knowledge  

Metamorph
osis   

An abrupt and obvious change in the 

structure of an animal’s body or 

behaviour.  

In year 2 we:  

- Identified and named a variety of 

common animals including fish, amphibians, 

reptiles, birds and mammals 

In Year 4 we:  

- Recognised that living things can 

be grouped in a variety of ways 
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Knowledge and Assessment: 

• Describe the differences in the life 

cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an 

insect and a bird 

• Describe the changes as humans 

develop to old age. 

• Describe the life process of 

reproduction in some plants and 

animals 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Germination When a seed has found the right 

conditions it breaks open and it sends 

out a root and a green shoot. 

Pollination   The transfer of pollen to a stigma to 

allow fertilisation.  

Gestation  The length of a pregnancy.  

Gestation 
period   

The time period between conception 

until birth, during which fetal 

development takes place in the uterus.  

Species   

A group of similar organisms that are 

able to reproduce 

Life cycle  The journey of changes that take 

place throughout the life of a living 

thing including birth, growing up and 

reproduction.  

Offspring   The young born of living organism 

Seed 
dispersal   

The way a plant ensures its seeds are 

spread as far as possible from the 

parent plant, to give the seeds the 

best chance of Germination. 

Mammal   A particular type of animal. 

Amphibian   A cold-blooded vertebrate that spends 

some time on land but must breed and 

develop into an adult in water 



 
 

  

 

   
 

More Sticky knowledge  

 

 

 


