
 
 

  

 

   
 

 

Year 5 – Spring 1 – Materials – Why can spoons be metal, plastic or wooden? 
Key Vocabulary  Prior knowledge  Sticky Knowledge  

Materials  The substance that something is 

made out of, e.g. wood, plastic, 

metal. 

In Year 2 we:  

- Identified and compared the 

suitability of a variety of everyday 

materials, including wood, metal, 

plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper, and 

cardboard for particular uses.  

In Year 4 we: 

- Recognised some common 

conductors and insulators, and associate 

metals with being good conductors. 

Knowledge and Assessment: 
• Compare and group together everyday 

materials on the basis of their properties, 

including their hardness, solubility, 

transparency, conductivity (electrical and 

thermal), and response to magnets 

• Give reasons, based on evidence from 

comparative and fair tests, for the 

particular uses of everyday materials, 

including metals, wood and plastic 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Properties   The qualities and characteristics of 

a substance that describe and 

identify it 
Solubility  How easy it is for a substance to 

dissolve into a liquid 

Transparency  Light completely passes through it, 

and you can see clearly through it. 

Conductivity  The ability of a material to conduct 

electricity.  

Conductor  A conductor is a material that heat 

or electricity can easily travel 

through. Most metals are both 

thermal conductors (they conduct 

heat) and electrical conductors 

(they conduct electricity) 
Insulator  

 
An insulator is a material that does 

not let heat or electricity travel 

through them. Wood and plastic are 

both thermal and electrical 

insulators. 


